


SOUTHERN MUTUAL HELP ASSOCIATION, INC.
Invests in communities, businesses and families.

CHALLENGE/PROBLEM

HEALTH

Rural families, especially
those on sugar cane
plantations, were not
accessing medical and
dental care; both the federal
and state authorities said all
was well because Louisiana
had charity hospitals located
in Louisiana’s cities.

SOLUTION

SMHA documented rural health
conditions on two sugar cane
plantations; doctors found
numerous major undiagnosed
medical and dental conditions and
54 of 70 children examined were
not medically normal. Rural
medical centers needed to exist.
SMHA created the first one.
Barriers were removed and “proof

was in the pudding”!
(*See SMHA’s 1971 Medical Survey:

www.southernmutualhelp.org/medicalsurvey).

RESULTS -
RETURN ON
INVESTMENT (ROI)

In the first year 10,000
medical visits were made
by rural residents in 2
parishes (counties). That
success led to what is today
over 50 rural medical
centers in Louisiana. From
1971 until today not only
have millions of medical
visits been made but tens of
millions of dollars were
spent in Louisiana’s rural
communities.
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