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‘In the Electric Mist’ Wednesday night in New lberia.
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Ryan Bonin, left, sells popcorn to John Goodman at the U.S. premiere of

‘Mist’
comes
home

Movie based on Burke book premieres

BY MARY CATHARINE
MARTIN
THE DAILY IBERIAN
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showing. Mary Steen-
burgen, who has been baclk

(L nemn il =oen b
Many cast
members have

locals turned moviie grtirs to New Iberia twice with
— at least 470 people from her family since the film.-
Hollywood, around Lou- ing, said she was “heart. TEtUrned to New
isiana and right down the broken” she could not be

street came out for Wed-
nesday night’s U.S. pre-
miere of the film “In the
Electric Mist” at the
Grand Theatre in New
Iberia.

The movie, parts of
which were filmed in

- New Iberia, Jeanerette,

St. Martinville and sur-
rounding areas in the
early summer of 2007, is
based on local author

there, saying of all the
many places she’s filmed,
“New Iberia most cap-
tured my heart.”
Gouguenheim  owner
Chris Jordan and Goug-
uenheim manager Patty
Williams said many cast
mmembers have returned

. “quite a bit.”

“The good thing about
New Iberia — they’re able
to come here and just be

Iberia ‘quite a bit.’
. ]
donated, with Peltier’s
Catering providing food
and The Gouguenheim
providing space for the
event free of charge.
Lorna Bourg, president
and executive director of
SMHA, has said the organ-
ization is “honored to have
our work supported by the

James Lee Burke's “In the " people,” Jordan said. producers, writers and
Electric  Mist 1 with At $35 a person, with sales  actors,”

Confederate Dead” and of posters and auctioned Bourg said it was
all the proceeds from the items as well, that adds upto  Burke’s decision to donate

event go to benefit local
not-for-profit Southern

a nice boost for the Sou-
thern Mutual Help Asso-

the proceeds to SMHA,
which helps “build healthy;

Mutual Help Association. o hidyfcin ealy
e, e L : " LEE BALL / THE DALY BERWN  are not yet in as toghow nities i rural 25
general managee of e Forgoraiadomny Wormser, movie producer Michael at the after-party for the world premiere of ‘In the much exactly was raised.  has been mops ) ey
LEE BALL / THE DALY IBERAN  Grand Theatre in Bayou Fitzgerald and Adelle Wormser socialize Wednesday night  Electric Mist’ in New Iberia, Many ‘sorvives * mepes e i
ight inside the Grand Theatre at the US. Landing Shopping Cent- : 4 .
From left, actor John Goodman, local author James Lee  Wednesday night inside the Grane n & ald itivee oF tHo 10 | x it o) ,
Burke al;d movie- producer Michael Fitzgerald relax premiere of ‘In the E-ectnc Mist’ in New Iberia. in’dividual AR | STARo GOOdman thrllled REVI EWS. [ th area w ell

Grand were dedicated to
the premiere, including
the two largest. Due to
fire regulations, some
seats had to remain
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Goodman, who arrived
Wednesday night in New

B T
l like to be part

of anything about
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the shotgun houses along
Anderson Street in the

ink they por'tmyed the

) Iberia and left today for New movie gave him a stro
. - onphy bt e L e Orleans, said he relished the ; 7 i E
s ? ) i sense of nost ;
LO Ca l r'eSldentS. ?}?ie t%i{eziltx‘?ginthe?iﬂ;ﬁg chance to bring authentici- LQ uisiana that can “I was boilfl%n And-
‘ ta i be e ty to “In the Electric Mist.” e done in erson Street in 1964, and I
¢ . 49 Oul; :ﬁlD . pBach Goodman played Julie used to run through those
M l St Shows : Deborah Do dson : “Baby Feet” Balboni in Louisiana.’ houses when I was a little
Bach rea n}ﬂlessaﬁflaé the movie. & hO}ﬂ” Williams said. “Tt
'k X T s 4 S e otcoth “Ilike to be part of any- was cool seeing that in a
area ll (7 lt IS notibe:there prior 1o the thing about Louisiana that movie. I thought it was a
SEE HOME, PAGE A3 can be done in Louisiana,” John Goodman first-class (movie).”
BY HEATHER MILLER e o Was 2 @163t oy iy oy he Foci Mg~ Dan and Kelly Roark
THE DAILY IBERIAN MORE PHOTOS experience to work with so moved here recently from
- many people from the area | Hopkinsville, Ky, but are
After avoilhidoatiore. dhian. b H on such a good project.” longtime  James Lee
hour-and-a-half of picturesque Burke was nearly as pop- “They put me in the Burke fans who read the LEE BALL / THE DALY IBERIAN
SPene o thallechie Ares onthe ular as Goodman. The two  swamp,” he said. “They book the movie was based People line up Wednesday night to fill the miere of ‘In the Electric Mist’ in New
' big screen, local residents agreed : _ nen sat in the same the- cleared it out to check and on long before they moved  Grand Theatre at the world movie pre- Iberia.
“In the Electric Mist” was a hit for wiBE e TR f ore photographs ater row as the author’s see if there was anything to town. i

New Iberia, oné that offered an

| from Wednesday

words were brought to life

that was harmful. They

“I really enjoyed the

S0 much attention, Good-

Local businessman Gor-

A R L e SRS

i i ie theater for the U.S. premiere 4 b Binaki £ Holl: 3 ; 5 ik .n ; :
accurate portrayal of what resi- People gather W.edn_esday night at 13he movie : ; St Yy a combination of Holl- put me in there in the movie, and it makes me man said, “It's kind of em- don Doegle said L 3 g
 dents here are really like. rhslniihebicrtrie PSS Nes lheas in New Ib%irgua]iltc‘in be ywood veterans and fresh- - shackles with the gear, and want to £0 back and read  barrassing.” out for the premt:%;?"e ang ‘This is a really
“A lot of movies set in this area found on the front page of faced Cajun extras. it was a go from there. It 'the book again,” said Dan  “I'll have to see themovie the reception that fol.

have fake accents or accents that

role in the movie as an Iberia Parish  the area. I thought it was great.”

“It's a great cast” Burke

was authentic. I had to

Roark, ]

twice because I was too

.lowed was “fantastic,”

good representation

: : ik b iland Williams, seeing The Daily Iberian’s Web b : " : A
S hkg they're from n 31::&1 Shemtfs s a‘fg‘gg&ﬂ 'I:étli ;;n;(l;?g reﬂusal For Whiland W g S S Vszllg 1 thought t?zgi]were takh[:e afver_y long shower  As Bernie Lemaire stood excited about everyﬂ_n_ng adding the movie sold out of New Iberia’
Louisiana,” said Helen Bayard, accen . : g £ el ck“ 0: n' htheEp]::hoto foatitre very good. Ibmm_ y ones (when filming was ox_rex_'): I up from a f:able he was sit-  and seeing all the familiar a few times.
Whees RUSBANA" Jason, had a'Small" "dkcs with rolleves S Eoenes from ) 15 an extraordinary actor: - have no problem gettingin ting at with actor John places,” said Lemaire. “This is a really good rep-
. A ® The local pgoplewem.gmgf, «there doing what ‘they Goodman, Lemaire said “I think they portrayed resentation of New Iberia,”
I'la also. Thereisnoweaklinkin  asked me to do, but when repeatedly that Goodman the m j i
ar oy v area well. I'm just a Doerle said. Gordon Doerle
e ummhm gotteout, I felt ttr;ast}:tyThat “wgs SI'?Ch a gentleman,” home-grown boy; and this is “T'm trying to talk them Lo bk
il D water was pretty nasty”  and when Lemaire asked oneof thebest nightsof my  into filming usinessman
BY STEPHEN HEMELT gg]sljsfglolt))lg, the answer gtt:::;alfs.we%esggp ; look around. I've always  In the end, Chekwa Goodman how it felt to get life.” 1 here soon.” g 5 o e '
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“They invited me,”

at The Gouguenheim. He

maintained, not since the

summed up what was the

. film “The Louisi i :
Without a doubt, the Goodman said shortly posed for countless pic- s e I"Qr doﬂmé%aﬂlesmrgﬂ? Eﬁmgl:fm%:hng for all
biggest name attending pefo're 7 pm. wMe wr_;ut- tures and may ha}xlre f‘:}giaél Bouisi bOdberm a]ly S e
Wednesday night’s pre- ing in the concessionline the only person who field- b6 1o NWEWI%Oﬂ,eans ahd films ot

miere of “In the Electric
Mist” was veteran film

at the Grand Theatre.
“I've been a fan of Mr

ed more attention than
author James Lee Burke,
author of “In the Electric

the same scenes, they shoot
the same story The accents

ern,” he said. “Usually
when you see Southern

man, Burke for a long time, and e ¢ i

aCE;dJOi}m yggog?]lczg the I would actually like to Mist with Confederate m;mpﬁcﬁg L ’ﬁllgges{vil’i;oﬁ‘l:k :o:alliegﬂ

i star of more than 100film  play more of his charac- Dead” on which the film Braise fip that ﬁhnﬂmslgpecjﬁ- -l bl e

3 LEE BALL / THE DAILY IBERIAN  and television roles what ters.” was based. ; R Complimentin’g it Wi thé

John Goodman, left, is welcomed by Debra Jeansonne was the reason he attend- Goodman watched the T portvayal of ‘his: novele- «Soutbir tan ] Al
at the U.S. premiere of ‘In the Electric Mist.’ ed New Iberia’s versionof movie with more than 100 #ernous. ohardeter Dave tyaccumttah]’n' k

Robicheaux, Of special note

, 1o the author was Jones’ tal-
' ent for understatement.

=

“(Jones) shows. a kind of
repressed sadness that is
both indicative of the char--
acter in the book and also
dramatically in the film

. Comes to mirror the larger

tragedy;” Burke said.

« Although populated by

mmany recognizable faces,
“Mist” also featured Aca-
diana actors in their first
roles. -
One was Chima Chekwa,
who played Dewitt Pre-
jean in a memorable
scene involving a swamp

~ chase featured through-
- out the film.



