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Southern Mutual Help Asso-

.and?d_evelopment organization,

has; once .again: given Iberia

. Teason:tobeproud.
. SMHA was: named the. win-

ner.of the 2003 Leadership IS

Award by-the Independent Sec-

tor,.a.non-profit, nonpartisan.

coahtmn of more than 700
national organizations; founda-

‘ tlons and .corporate philan-

ib ',}";exc:ltmg to be
named the best in the country

in;our business. by them,” said-
Orna Bourge, the cofounder,

président and-executive-direc-

tor of SMHA. “It is like 'win-

ning the: Academy Award for
non‘proﬁ

- In the: letter announding the
'award Diana Aviv, president
dIndependent -Sec-. .

and-(
SMHA-exemplified the

Award

edin the ideals 6

(SMHA), the. New
Iber1 based- communlty ‘help.

citizens.and -groW

Aviv said. “Through its many-
programs the organization has
propelled positive changeinthe.
lives of many residents of" Tural

Louisiana and created change
inthe public policies that affect
all Louisianians.

SMHA joins Aspira Associa-

tion Inc., Washington D:C.; Dud: *

ley Street Neighborhood Iiitia-
tive, Roxbury, Mass:;.the:Mar

Vista Family Center; Culver -
. Gity, Calif’ and.the Yotung
Woman’s Project, Washington.

D.C.in the list of awardees. .
" “We:have been at it a while
and: hopefully we are pretty

very 1mp9rtant tous because 1t. '
1s arecognition from the major’

nonsproﬁts in fthe country: It.

meanswe. are domg somethmg

_through-outthe rganizati

Q1123

"Wmmng 1t tellsu we:al
to a good start and we-at'e on:
the-right track but there’s a lot:
more worktobedone.” .
. This is;SMHAs 34th. year:
Workmg in - commumty ‘eco-
nomic ‘development, Bourg
said, and it promotes leader-
ship;not_just at::

“Leadershlp ,



